I ha N T 4 | 
. n "TH; 79 mY e 
- 2 * * * * 
- * 
1 1 * * * ** 2 
. * e 4% 
* 4 04, 
' : 1 ”, 6 
* vas — * ' 
- » * 


"ns 910 


1 * Tus" "4 [RT 15 


p » *. ++ 
4 F * 108 , * 
„ RES) $- 1 
4 . 


/ . . 
& o 
/ . ? 9 
0 »X 
* 
7 a 


A 
. „ 
OL... 
y Ig 
rat 0 
= 
— - — 


* 
ä 
* 


1 * * s 


n x Ws 3 
4 PILAIN and PR ACTIQAL 
e 1 . , Y | ak 
2 Ss r 8 


— 


r 3 


Done in Engliſh 


By ERASM US, 
For the Us E of 


» 


þ 

; 

1 

ö 

| 
- 4 * © , | 1 * 
B K 


Queen ANNE BO L I N. 


And p rinted with the Royal Licence of King 
near the VIII, Amo Dew. 133 


ith ——_— — tt ä 


* Seco x EDITION. 


a. 


* n 1 — 


9 


Wim parler by Mr. 1 
E 


—_—_— 
— 


ad * 


LONDON: 


| Primed by, N Blandford, after "the ficſt Co PY, 
N DCE XXVI. : 


s -. | 


— 


PREFACE 


EpITOR of this Edition. 


T WAS PROMI- 
SED in the Propo- 
ſal for Reptinting 
this Work, that it 
ſhould be intro- 

==2 duced with two 
Chaprers: 7 he one to be an Account 
of the Book; the other the Hiſtory 
of Religion, 

2. THE BOOK itſelf * been 
printed off ſome Years, and the 
Firſt Chapter of this Preface very 
eaſily done. Bur the Second being 
much more difficult than was at fr 
apprehended, has hitherto detained 
the Books from the Subſcribers ; for 

*—M 2 | which 


PREFACE. 
which the Editor humbly begs their 
Pardon. Wet 
THE HISTORY OF RELIGI- 
ON ſhould not be ſo raſhly under- 
taken, It is a Work to which the 
_ greateſt Maſters in Theology are 
not equal. | | 
The Thing is of cternal Duration ; 
Religion was decreed before the Crea- 
tion of the World, and muſt continue 
to Ages everlaſting. It is the Method 
by which every Man is to anſwer the 
End of his Being, and to attain the 
Happineſs for which he was created, 
and to which therefore all the moſt 
conſummate Wiſdom of this World 
muſt be ſubordinate, or charged with 
Folly. It is ſuch a Method of con- 
ducting our ſelves as is conſiſtent 
with the Frame of human Nature; 
it gives us one Choice, and makes 
Proviſion for a ſecond, conſiſtent 
with infinite Juſtice, and infinite 
Mercy, infinite Wiſdom, and infinite 
Power. The firſt Choice was given 
to Adam in the State of Innocence, 
when his Underſtanding was clear, 
and his Affections perfectly unbi- 
aſſed. He choſe wrong, as it was 
foreſeen he would, and then he had 
leave to chuſe again according to a 
Proviſion 
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Proviſion made for him before he 
was created. Life and Death are 


now again before us. The Arguments 
for chuſing Life ſhould be therefore the 


Introduction; and the Methods of 
purſuing that Choice, THE HISTO- 


Y OF RELIGION. _. 

RELIGION, in the proper Senſe 
of the Word, is our Duty to God, 
and pre-ſuppoſes our Knowledge of 
him, ſo far as we are capable, or as 
he has revealed himſelf. Reaſon 
tells us no Creature can repreſent 
him, becauſe. he is Infinite in all 
Reſpects. Revelation tells us he is 
One in Three, and Three in One, 
Three Perſons in One Subſtance, 
and One Subſtance in Three Perſons. 
Bur then the common Uſe of thoſe 
Terms Subſtance and Perſon, make 
them hardly intclligible when ap- 
plied to God, who is the Infinitz 
Eternal Subſtance, yer not Material, 
and ſubſiſts in three Perſons without 
Dividing or Confuſion. He is Fa- 
ther unbegotten, and Son only be- 
gotten, and Holy Ghoſt proceeding, 
and yet without Superiority or 
Subordination, without being before 
or after. And yet each of theſe 
Perſons has his proper Office in the 
e 
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Buſineſs of Religion; and can then 
the Hiſtory of it be eaſy ? 

THERE are indeed Diſſinctions 
in human Nature which may ſome way 


ſhadow out this Perſonality in God ; 


but they are but a Shadow, and 
Shadows very faint ones. 
Adam is diſtin from all others 
in humane Nature in this reſpect, 
that he was not begotten or pro- 
ceeding from human Nature. Eve 
was diſtinguiſhed in this, that ſhe 
proceeded from Adam, in a manner 


peculiar to her ſelf. The Diſtinction 


of Seth was in this, that he was 
begotten with accidental Circum- 
ſtances relating to his Birth, di- 


ſtinct from all others, which Cir- 


cumſtantiating Relations are now the 
only Diſtinction. Rightly therefore 


it is ſaid that there are Three Per- 


ſonal Proprieties, Three Foundati- 
ons of Perſonality in Humane Na- 


ture, Unbegotten, Begotten, and 


Proceeding. But then theſe divide 
the Subſtance, and give Priority, which 
Diviſion and Subordination are in- 
compatible with the Subſtance of 
r ee | 

And as it is rightly ſaid that the 


Face, the Mien, the Geſture, or 


any 


PREFACE. 
any Thing elſe which diſtinguiſhes 
one Man from another, may be 
called the Perſon, yet ſtill the Di- 
viſion and Subordination in theſe 
Diſtinctions make the Term not ap- 
plicable to God, without an Ex- 
planation to correct the Idea. 

But indeed ſince the Term is appro- 
priated to Intelligences or Rational 
Beings, we rightly ſay every Ration- 
al Being that has in it theſe Di- 
ſtinctions is a perſonal Being, and 
ſubſiſts in as many Perſons as it 
hath ſuch Diſtinctions. This we eaſily 
underſtand in human Nature, becauſe 
we ourſelves are Part of it, and 
can diſtinguiſh one Man from ano- 
ther by his Face or Mein, or the 
Account of his coming into humane 
Nature, or even by his Character 
therein. And therefore if any of 
thoſe be deſigned by the Terms 
Paam, Peh, or Panim, Hypoſtaſis, 
Proſopon, or Character, Facies or 
Perſona, or Perſon, we make no 
Difficulty at all, becauſe we know 
the full Extent of the Word, and 
even of the Subſtance ir ſelf thus 
ſubſiſting; and have diſtin Ideas 
of the Subſtance, and of the Sub- 


ſiſtance. 


en Tho 


e e Why 
- Tho' this be true, yet when we, 
come to hear any of thoſe. Terms, 
ſpoken of the Iucomprehenfible and. 
Infinite, and therefore Indiviſible 
Subſtance of God; a Subſtance of 
which it is out of the Capacity 
of our Intellectual Faculties to 
frame any Idea: there can be no 
Idea of the Subſiſtence or Perſona- 
lity of that Subſtance; all that can 
be ſaid is, there may be a negative 


Diſtinction in the Subſtance; ſa 


that the Father is not the Son, or 
the Holy Ghoſt, and vice verſa; but 
the Inquiry what that Diſtinction is, 
will be the happy Employment of 
the Spirits of Juſt Men made Per- 
fect 


Dificulty of the Attempt to make my 
ſelf ſpeak intelligibly. 

THEN that Hiſtory muſt inform 
you, that * che Infinite Subſtance 
ſubſiſting from all Eternity in the 
Perſons of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, de- 
creed to create Mankind capable of 
cvcrlaſting Happineſs; which re- 
quires him to be a Free Agent, and 
_ conſequently liable to chuſe amiſs, 
and ro be miſerable for ever. 
The erroneous Choice was —_— 

an 


8 HERE then is the firſt and great 


PREFAC E. 9: 
and Proviſion made to give him à 
ſecond Option for his Life. In 
this Tranſaction the Three Perſons 
of the moſt Holy Trinity had their 
joint and ſepa ate Parts, without 

Confuſion of the Perſon or dividing 
the Subſtance. * To give us that 
ſecond Option, one of theſe Perſons 
diſtin from the other two, became 
very Man, and made Satisfaction in 
our {ſtead to Infinite Juſtice ; * And 
another of them now contends with. 
you and me, and all Mankind in 
our Conſciences, to induce us to 
chuſe Life eternal. This Spirit of 
God, uſually called the Holy Ghoſt, 
who thus ſtrives ſeverally with all 
the Myriads of Men at one and the 
ſame time, is one undivided Spi- 
rit. And that Infinite Subſtance 
which ſubſiſts in the Father, and in 
the Son, and in the Holy Ghoſt, is 
alſo one undivided Subſtance: 
Incarnate in the Perſon of the Son 
diſtinct from the Father and Holy 
Ghoſt. And now pleading your 
Cauſe and mine with cach of us 
in our ſeveral Conſciences diſtinct 
from the Father and the Son: Di- 
ſtint in perſonal Propriety, and 
Office and Character thereto an- 
nexcd ; but one and undivided as ws 

the 
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the Infinite Subſtance of which thoſe 
Diſtinctions are predicated in the 


Holy Bible. But now to expreſs this 
intelligibly is the Difficulty. 
TRUE INDEED it is the Origi- 


nal Language of the Bible is purely 


Theological, and adapted to this ſort of 
Knowledge ; but the Tranſlation of it 
into Greek, I mean as to the Theolo- 
gical Terms, is very defective. | 
THE FIRST RELIGION was 
given to Adam in Paradiſe. The Object 
of his Devotion was his Creator; the 
Stile of this Creator is in Hebrew 
Elohim, a Word moſt certainly of 
the Plural Number, and ſignificative 
of Three at leaſt, for they expreſs 
Two by the Dual Number; and is 
accordingly explained by three ; Fe- 
hovah, and the Word, or Logos, and 
the Holy Ghoſt. And yet this Hebrew 
Name thus evidently ſignifying 


Three, is rendered in the Greek by 


Side, God, a Word of the ſingular 
Number, and that alſo is retained 
in the New Teſtament; and thence 
the Great Maſters of ſecular Wiſ— 
dom have taken upon themſelves to 


ſay the Term God in Scripture, al- 


ways ſignifies One Perſon only. 
Nay, tho' the ſame Holy Ghoſt aſ- 


ſerts his own Proceeding diſtinct 


from 
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from the Generation of the Logos, . 
and that he was from Eternity wich 


Him; and tho the Logos affirms 
his own eternal Generation; and 
each of rheſe are the ſupream ſelf 
exiſtent Being, and termed Jehovah, 
and there is but one Jehovah ; fo 
that the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghoſt; are undeniably under. 
ſtood in the Term God ; yet the 
plural Number being nòt retained 
in the Greek Verſion of the Old 
Teſtament, or in the Theological 
Terms of the New, thoſe that go 
no farther are liable to Error ; and 
unleſs they compare Text with Text, 
and judge every Part by the whole, 
may be miſlead by any Body whoſe 
Judgment in other parts of Lirera- 
ture may recommend them to the 
Vulgae. | 
The Old Teſtament was tranſlated 
into Greek above two Centuries be- 
fore the Incarnation of our Bleſſed 
Lord. The apparent moving Cauſe 
was the Curioſity of a Pagan Kin 
of Egypt. But there ſeems ro have 
been ſomething far more noble in 
the View of Infinite Wiſdom" when 
this thing was done. For as that 
Perfon of the Holy Trinity who 
was to fatisfy infinite Juſtice for us 
could 
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could not do it as the Law ſtood; 


but by being real Man, there wag-a 


Neceſſity of his having ſome Chara- 


cteriſticks to diſtinguiſh him from 
other Men; which, whoever will be 


at the Pains to conſider will agree, 


could be only in the Circumſtances 
of his Birth, Life, and Manner of 
his Death, and ſome peculiar Inci- 
dents thereto belonging, which no 
other Man could pretend to. And 
theſe alſo muſt have been foretold 
before his coming long enough, to 


ſhew they were not contrived on pur- 


poſe, and to ſerve a Turn. And it 
appears from the Fact, that this was 


the noble Intention of the Verſion 


of thoſe Propheſies into Greek. 
The Hebrew Language had been 


_ preſerved a living Language from 


the Creation to the Babylonian 
Captivity, but then began to be 
corrupted with the Chaldee. How- 
ever, the Knowledge of it was kept 
up among the Jews by the continual 
uſe of it in the Temple, and in the 


Synagogues, and in the private 


Devotions of the Families of the 
Pious. Inſomuch, that Sr. Matthew 
makes uſe of the Signification of 
the Name Jeſus in Hebrew, to prove 


the Reality of his being che Chriſt, 


Jeſus 
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Jeſus is the Helleniſt Pronuncia- 


tion of the Hebrew Joſhuah, which 


ſignifies Saviour, and Chriſt is for 
that Reaſon called Feſus, becauſe be 


ſaves his People from their Sins. 
Notwithſtanding” this Learning 
that continued among the pious, 


there was a very great Alteration in 


the Language of the People, and 
the Hebrew was ſo far from being 
univerſally known, that it was aSecrer 
to all, ſave thoſe who ſtudied it, for the 
ſake of their Religion ; and conſe- 
quently went no further than the 
Juriſdiction of the High Prieſts, the 


Sons of Aaron, did extend. 
On the other hand, the Conqueſts 
of Alexander Magnus had extended 


the Grecian Language thro' the 
greateſt part of the Eaſt ; and the 
Prudence of the Roman People had 
made them choſe it for the ſake of 
the Learning, not otherwiſe to be 
had. So that at that time the Lan- 
Fuse was known in all the Roman 

mpire and much farther. And there- 
fore there does not ſeem to have 


been any Method more certain for 


the Manifeſtation of that Man who 


alſo is God our Saviour, than ſuch 
prophetic Deſignations, and the put- 
ting 
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ting them into Greek the then 
Univerſal Language. rh 


THOSE PROPHECIES in the 
Original Hebrew, were intermix d 
with the moſt exact Theology the 
World hath ever been bleſſed with 
the Knowledge of. Theology is the 
Account of the Godhead, his Na- 
ture, Attributes and Subſiſtence, 
which cannot certainly be known 
but by the Revelation of God him- 
ſelf. For tho a Man of Enquiry 
and Penetration may argue from 
the Cauſe to the Effect, and from 
the Perfections of the latter. to 
thoſe of the former, and thereby 
diſcover the Being, rhe Nature, the 
Attributes, and even the three Sub- 
ſiſtences or Perſonalities of the God - 
head: Yer this at beſt is but darkly 
done, while Revelation ſhows them 
as it were Face to Face. And ſince 
thoſe Things are prior to All-created 
Nature, and are the proper Objects 
of human Inquiry, it is moſt Rati- 
onal to conclude Adam in Paradiſe 
had his firſt Converſation with his 
Creator upon this Subject; and 
conſequently, that the Language he 
then ſpoke, muſt have been natu- 
rally adapted ro the Subject of 

| Theo- x 
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Theology, and when applied to any 


created Being, muſt have conveyed 
defective Ideas. 

BUT NOW we are forced to begin 
at the wrong End, and take defective 
Words to convey to us Ideas of the 
abſolute perfect Being. And thoſe 


Words all the Light the preſent Ver- 
ffons of the Bible can give us. And 


yet the Hiſtory of Religion muſt be 


founded upon the Bible. 


RELIGION may be ſtiled the 
Laws of the Kingdom of God, and that 


Kingdommay be ſtiled THE OECO- 
NOMY, and that Oeconomy may be 
divided into three general Heads. 


One before the Fall of Adam, ano- 


ther ſince, and the third to com- 
mence at the Reſurrection. The 
ſecond of thoſe Oeconomies may be 


_ - again ſubdivided into three Admini- 


ftrations firſt from the Fall of Adam 
to Moſes, thence to our Lord's In- 
carnation, thence to the Day of 
— or Reſtitution of all 
ings. 3 
IN THESE OECONOMIES, the 


Titles of God in the Original expreſs 


the ſeveral Manners of his Govern- 
ment. IN THE FIRST he governs 
in three Perſons without a Mediator, 
and calls himſelf % Creators, thy 

3 | Makers 5 
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Makers, who ſtretched out the Heal 


ven alone, and ſpread abroad the 


Earth by himſelf, and is ſtiled Be- 
reſbith, Elohim, and Jehovah, which 
Jerms properly ſignify che Trinity 
of Perſons in the Unity of Sub- 


IN THE SECOND OECONO- 

MY and ſirſt ADMINISTRATION, 
he appeared and ſpoke to the Patri- 
archs in two Shechinahs, and in the 
inferior Charafter of Mediator ſuſtain- 


ed by the two Perſons of the Son and 


Holy Ghoſt: and accordingly has the 
Titles of El ſhaddaji and Adonai, 
ſignifying the two Perſons, and the 
Unity of the Subſtance, and Malach 


ſignifying the Mediatorial Cha- 


racter. 
IN THE SECOND ADMINI- 


STRATION of that Oeconomy, he is 


Jaid to reſume the Government of 
Iſrael into the Supream Character, 
continuing therewith the Mediatorial 
Character: and there he is tiled 
Tehovah Malach ; and EI rech 


 Aphaim and Elobim Sabaoth lobi 


Iſrael. Which denote the ſupream 
and ſubordinate Characters in the 
Trinicy and Mediator, and Unity 
of Nature in both. And when: for 
the ſake of 1ſrael an extraordinary 

| | Sentence 
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Sentence was paſſed upon Nebu- 
chadnexzar, it is ſaid to have been 
the Decree of Erim on the Petition 
| of Kadoſhim,' keeping ſtill the ſame 


Significancy of Expreſſion, denoting 

three Perſons in One Subſtance, and 

| two Characters in two of the Perſons. 
| IN THE LAST Adminiſtration, 

N where the Government of the Na- 
4 tions is taken from the Angels, and 
| under which the Church is at this 

time, he is glorified as God Almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghoſt ; by and with the Son, in Unity 
of the. Holy Ghoſt. According to the 
Prophet, In that Day Fehovah ſhall 
be as King over all the Earth. In 
that Day there ſhall be (to all Men) 
one -Fehovah, whoſe Power is One. 
And we are now baptized by his 
expreſs Command in the [oxe] Name of 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghoſt. And we have acceſs by the Son 
in one Spirit, to this God Almighty 
who is Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
| NOW had the Verſion been as 


<< 
* - 4 * 
* — - » — 


N fignificative and expreſs as the Ori- 
i gznal, it would have been very eaſy 
: ro write the Hiſtory of Religion; 
bur, as Things are ſituated, this 

could not be expected. And there- 

fore the Difficulty of the Task, with- 
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out taking any Notice of the many 
Avocations with which T have been 
perpetually diverted, will, T hope, 
be my Excuſe, for the long De- 
lay in delivering to the Subſcribers 
their Books. F 
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| 
I. 1 
| 


An Account of the following 
ee n en 
Raſmus rote it in Engliſh. 


F. II. The Contents. 8 
| 8 III. Some Remarks made by the Edi- 


$. I. SIX THOMAS BOLEIN, Father 
of QUEEN. ANNE BOLEIN, Mother 


Of LUEEN ELIZABETH, put Eraſmus 


upon writing this Expolition of the 
Creed and Decalogue. And RING 
HENRT THE EIGHTH was pleaſed to 
give it HIS ROYAL, LICENCE ſome 
Years before any other Work tending to 
advance the Reformation, could obtain 
the like Privilege, * 


THAT ERASMUS wrote it not only 


in Latin, but in the Engliſh, here pub- 


liſhed, is concluded from theſe Conſi- 
derations. | 


1. The Intent could not have been ſo 
fully anſwered, if any Hand had tranſ- 
lated it into Engliſh. is. 


: 'Bz ERASMUS's 


” Je — 
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Account of the Book. Ch. I. 


ERASMUS's Paraphraſes upon the 
New Teſtament, did exceedingly advance the 
Reformation then in hand, But the Adver- 
ſaries, who ſtick at nothing, had in 
ſome Meaſure ſtopped their Succeſs, by 


' alledging they were not fairhfully ren- 


dered. This few of the Nobility, and 
perhaps not many of the Commons, at 
that Day could contradict from their own 
Knowledge; and therefore it was neceſ- 
ſary this Piece ſhould be done in Engliſh 
by Eraſmus himſelf, ro obviate the Ob- 


jections made againſt the Verſion of his 
Works done by others. 

2, The Engliſh is not that which the 
Polite Writers then uſed, bur ſuch as 4 
Foreigner and a Native of the Low Coun- 
tries, not well acquainted with our Lan- 
guage, would ſpeak and write. 

Therefore ſince he wrote a Copy in 
Latin, and printed it at the ſame time 
in a Portable Volume; It cannot be 
ſuppoſed ſuch ſort of Engliſh would' have 
been received from any Tranſlator what- 
ever, or indeed that any one no better 
skilled in his own Language, would at- 
tempt to fer up for an Interpreter at the 
Court of King Henry the Eighth, to 
have thereby aſſiſted the Proteſtant In- 
tereſt, then ſurrounded with Multitudes' 
of Enemies. 200 21 5 
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Ch. L CONTENTS 
F. II. The Contents of Eraſmus's Expos 
GOD AU 


(The Letter A ſignifies the firſs Side of the 
Polio, and B the ſecond.) 


E RAS MU S's Letter to Sir Thomas 
Bolein then Earl of Wiliſhire and Or mond, 
in anſwer to his Lordſhip's Requeſt for 
compoſing this Work. Folio x 


Note, Eraſmus therein names St. Cy- 


prian for the Author of an Expoſition 

the Creed, found amongſt his un- 
doubted Works, which" has been ſince 
reſtored to the true Author, Ruffinus of 
Aquilea. = | 


INSTRUCTION THE FIRST. 


Of the Way of attaining Salvation. 


I. That Salvation is attainable only in 
the Houſe of God fo. 3 A 
2. Of which Faith is the Gate 4 B 
3. Faith is believing what God hath 


taught in the Scriptures, fo. 6 A 
4. That ihe Scriptures are the Word of 
God | fo.7 A 


5. Faith given by the Holy Ghoſt to all 


that ask it fo. 8B 


6. The firſ Principles of the Faith in 
the Creed fo. 9 A 
7. The meaning of the Word Symbolum 

| my 


8. Pious Reflections 1 
B 3 IN” 
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CONTENTS. Ch. I. 


INSTRUCTION THE SECOND. 


* * 


The Diviſion of the Creed, and the 
EFxplanation of the 1 Part thereof. 


1. The Creed Recited 1 15 B 


2. That the Term God ſi b Fe moſt 
T Trinitiß 16 A 
See alſo 28 A, 93 A, 101 A 
| 3. The Diſtinction of Perſons in the 
Unity of Subſtance unt A 

* See Remark, No. 1. 

4 The Diviſion of the Creed into four 
Parts, according to the Operations of the 
Holy Trinity and Mediator, and the Ef- 
fects thereof 16 B 
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SECTION II. 


RE MARES by the Editor of 


this Second Edition. 


T HE END of Reading is either 
for Diverſion or Edification, Di- 
verſion, as the Word declares, is turn- 
ing us from one Buſineſs to another. 
All wiſe Men find their ſecalar Affairs 
are Diverſions, ſo far as they are Voca- 
tions from their preparing themſelves 
for that eternal Happineſs ro which we 
are created, and for which we have 
been redeemed. And as to that Effect 
of Diverſion, which is generally ſtiled 
Recreation, Or fitting the Mind for freſh 
purſuing the Buſineſs with which it has 


been fatigued, this is no more than 


bending the Application another way. 
The laborious part of Mechanicks take 
as much pains at their Ruſtick Games as 
at their Work, and yet will tell you 
they are recreated thereby. Bars 
Tat therefore this Book may be read 
with Pleaſure; and be a ſort of Recrea- 
tion both to them whole ſecular Affairs 
weary. their Spitits, and to them whoſe 
Happineſs it is to be employed in Theo- 


logical Studies, theſe few Remarks are 


added; 
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added; in which, if the ſmalf Extent 
of my Reading has not miſlead me, 
there are ſome Things not to be readjly 
found in other Books of this Nature; 
and conſequently ſuch as will recreate 


the Reader, while his Edification is fin- 


cerely intended. 
N } Fg a RE MARK, No. I. "A 


Some Theological Terms neceſſary to be ex- 

bs at 

I. Shechinah. © Wien 
II. Subſtance. 5 


IV. Almighty and Father Almighty. 
The Theological Terms Subſtance, * 


fon, ., and Almighty in the Clauſe 


Father Almighty, have been variouſly 
underſtood, and the Word Shechinah has 
for many Ages lain buried in the Ru- 


ins of the Temple. Hence many Er- 


rors have proceeded ; and therefore it 
will be neceſſary to ſettle the Meaning 
of thoſe Words, before we can proceed 
with any Hopes of giving Satisfaction 
to the Reader. 


S . I. Of the Term Shechinah. 


Thoſe Pillars of 4 Cloud and Fire, in 
which God was. pleaſed to appear when 
he gave the Law to Meſes, are called 
by the antlent Hebrews the Shechinab ; 


which 


30 REMARKS. Ch. I. 
which alſo is the proper Denomination 
of any other ſpiritual or corporeal Sub- 
ſtance which God hath, doth, or ſhall 
inhabit. 5 

SHE CHINAH properly ſignifies a 

() From Tabernacle, or Habitation, (a) whence the 
ShacanGreek Exnvn Schene, the uſual Verſion of 
 babitavit is the Hebrew Word for the Tabernacle (b) 
1 4 where God dwelt between the Cherubim (c), 

Shecintsh, See and io which the New Teſtament ſeems 

Caſtelli Lexi= to allude, when it ſays, the Tabernacle of 

con and Bur- God is with Men, (d) and the Word was 

2 Rabbinic ade Fleſh, and dwelt with us (e); or, as 

Voce, it may be render'd, Tabernacled in our 

(b) Greci Nature. | ET 17 

ita interpre- | x 

zati videntur ut non ſolum nomen Hebraicum exponerent fed 

etiam ut nominis Grect originem ab Hebraico deducendam 

quaſi digito monſtrarent. Fuller's Miſcel. IV. 5. (c) Iſaiah 

xxxvii. 16. (a) Rev. xxi. 3. (e) John i. 14. 


The New Teſtament uſes the ſame 

Greek Word, to ſignify the humane 

Body in which the Rational Soul hath 

(5) 2 Cor, its Habitation; (F) and which therefore 

v. 1, 4. may be ſaid to be the Shechinab of the 
Soul. 8 

The utmoſt Caution muſt be uſed in 

tranſlating the Word from this Com- 

mon to the Theological Uſe. For the 

Tabernacle of the humane Body con- 

tains the Soul; and the Tabernacle of 

Shilo contained the Ark on which 

the Shecinah ſat ; but the Shecinah 

of God did not contain the infi- 

nite God. Ir only makes his Preſence 

more manifeſt to us while it ſelf is 
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comprehended in that Infinite Being 
which is manifeſted by it. The juſt Idea 
therefore to be conveyed to us by Fs Word 
Shechinah, hen uſed as a Theological 
Term, is only this, that it ſignifies the Ma- 
nifeſtation of the Preſence of God, 

The antient Hebrew Divines uſe the 
Term. They thereby expreſs the vi- 
fable Preſence of God; not that which the 
Prophets have ſometime ſeen in Extaſies 
and Viſions, but that which appeared to 
Men in the full Exerciſe of their Bodily 

as well as Intellectual Faculties. The 
Pillars of a Cloud and of Fire, were the 
Manifeſtations of the Prefence of God 
to all the People of Hrael in the Wilder- 
neſs. He guarded them thereby, and 
ſpoke to them from thence (g). Now: (4) Exod. 

q theſe are ſtiled by the Targum of On-xxxiii. g, 10. 

kelos the Shechinab (b). And the ſame Pf 57 Erda 

þ Viſible Preſence of God, when promiſed). — 16 

to be continued to Jrael in the Taberna- = 

Cle in the Land of Canaan, is called the 

Shechinah by Tonathan's Targum (i), (% Exoa. 

which, in other Places continues to xxv. 5. 

uſe it; and the ſame Word is allo uſed 

by the Targum of Foſepbus's Cæcus (&), (4) 2 Chron; 

and even by the Talmud it ſelf (1). 1) See 

There were four Shechinahs : God the'g,,,orf's 

Son hath had two, and the Holy Ghoſt Lexic. Rabin. 

as many: One of each was in the firſt in Foce Shechin 

Oeconomy or Government of the World““ 

before the Fall of Adam, the other ſince. 

. And therefore may be called the former 

N and latter Shechinahs, | 
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| The former Shechinah's were created 
| at the fame time with the' Prima Mates 
2 ria, or Elements of this viſible World, 
li! | (m) Vida (m) that of the Son was a Cloud or 
i ö Notes at the Body of Water, and that of the Holy 
End of this Ghoſt was a Body of Fire they were 
— cog both in human Shape (»). "KL 
(=) Vide The latter Shechinah's are very diffe- 
Note, No. 2. rent; that of the Son is the very hu- 
| | mane Nature; and that of the Holy 
0 Ghoſt is the Spirit or Soul of every 
i (o) vide Man; (o) and his Energy therein is 
| Note, No. 3- commonly called the Conſcience, : -- 
| | The two former of theſe are peculi- 
arly adapted to the firſt Oeconomy or State 
133 of Innocence. When God in the moſt 
* holy Trinity governed the World with 
1 out any Mediator of Redemption, and 
1 i the Will of Man being perfectly free, 
needed no internal Aſſiſtance to counter- 
ballance the Depravity now inherent in 
us. And therefore tho' the Scripture 
ſpeaks only of the Formation of a Sbe- 
| chinab in the beginning of the Creation; 
do) See before the Light (p), yet we may ſafely 
Note lat conclude the ſame Appearance which 
the End of Abraham, and Fob, and David, and 
Wifi - this Section. ih, and Ezekzel ſaw, as Balaam, with 
BY their Eyes open, and which the whole 
lj | | Nation of 1/rael had a Glimpſe of at the 
iſ! | f Delivery of the Law, was the ſame She- 
| | chinabh which converſed with Adam in 
4 - Paradiſe, and was created before the 
= Light. 
f 


"on | | * 
mou, | The 


